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The Lutheran Hist orical Societies of the Mid -Atlantic and 

of Eastern Pennsylvania invite you to consider a trip that is 

a Lutheran Historianõs dream ð Muhlenberg plus Lutherland.  

Three hundred years ago, 1711, Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, 

Patriarch of the Lutheran Church in  America, was born. We 

celebrate his birth by returning to the land of his birth and 

the land of Luther. In this venture we are pleased to 

partner with the ELCA Wittenberg Center and the Francke 

Foundation in Halle headed by Dr. Thomas Mueller -Bahlke, a 

noted Muhlenberg scholar. We will be led by a board 

member of one of our societies, Dr. Andrew J. White, 

Professor emeritus  at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at 

Philadelphia. Read on. See if this is something you would like 

to be a part of. Also learn mor e about one of our Societies 

by visiting  www. Lhsmidatlantic.org. W e will welcome your 

participation . 

Stephen Herr, President, LHSMA  
 John Pearson, President, LHSEP  

 

 

This trip offers a fitting climax to the Muhlenberg Year 

2011 ð 2012. It also provides a òsteppingó stoneó on the 

pathway to the 500 th  anniversary of the Reformation (1517 

ð 2017.) 

 

In Germany, great effort is being made year by year until 

2017 to provide a focus on the events that began at the 

Castle Church in Wittenberg in October 1517. I invite you 

to savor with me Muhlenberg Plus Lutherland. It is the 

opportunity of a life -time. W elcome and Willkommen! 

 

Andrew J. White (Jack)  

 

 

 



Mühlenberg and Lutherland 2012  
 

Eisenach ð Wartburg Castle ð Einbeck ð Halle ð Francke Foundation - Eisleben ð Wittenberg ð 

Torgau ð Herrnhut ð Grosshennersdorf ð Leipzig ð Erfurt ð Marburg ð Worms  

 

 

Day 1, Tuesday, May 15, 2012 Depart the US  

Depart  the US for an overnight flight to Frankfurt . 

 

Day 2, Wednesday, May 16, 2012 A rrival & Orientation  

Arrive in Frankfurt where your German tour director and private motor coach are waiting for you 

as you exit customs.  After everything is settled, transfer to Eisenach for a welcome and 

orientation meeting with your tour hosts. Check i n at Hotel Thueringer Hof for two nights. Dinner 

and overnight in Eisenach. D  

 

Day 3, Thursday, May 17, 2012 Eisenach and Wartburg Castle  

In the morning, we start with a guided walking tour in Eisenach, where Luther attended St. 

Georgeõs School from 1498 to 1501, and the birthplace of Johann Sebastian Bach. Luther always 

had fond memories of his school days and called Eisenach òé my dear townó. At our visit to the 

Bach house you will feel the atmosphere of a residential home of the early 18th century and a lso 

hear a demonstration of period instruments from Bachõs time. 

After lunch on your own in the city, we will visit Wartburg 

Castle. Lutherõs prince had him òkidnappedó after the Diet of 

Worms and taken here for protection. Luther then assumed 

the name òJunker Jorgó, grew his hair and beard, wore secular 

clothes and took advantage of the seclusion to create one of 

the most important works of his life, the translation of the 

New Testament. On our private guided tour of the castle we 

will be able to see the r oom where Luther translated the New 

Testament. Back at your hotel meet for dinner with your group. 

Overnight in Eisenach. BD  

 

 

Day 4, Friday, May 18, 2012 Einbeck ð Muhlenbergs birthplace  

We leave Eisenach this morning and head north to Einbeck. Upon arriv al, we will be taken on a city 

tour with emphasis on Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. Unfortunately, most of the original buildings 

were destroyed during the last 300 years. Our visit will include the place where the birth house 

once was, as well as the Neustaed ter Kirchplatz where Muhlenberg was baptized in 1711. We will 

pass along the portal of the former Latin school where Muhlenberg attended, will visit the Market 

Church, St. Jacob, where his father was baptized and his grandparents were married. A short 

devotion is planned at St. Alexandri, where Muhlenberg learned to play the organ. In the 

afternoon, continue to Halle. Check in at Maritim Hotel for two nights, dinner and overnight. BD  

 



Day 5, Saturday, May 19, 2012 Halle and Francke Foundation  

 

 

Visit the M arket Church, where you will ôseeõ George Fredrick 

Hªndel who composed òThe Messiah.ó Martin Lutherõs body 

rested here overnight en route to Wittenberg. A chamber is 

devoted to his death mask. Then, visit the Francke Foundations, 

the center of Pietist prac tice from which Henry Melchior 

Muhlenberg began his 1742 journey to organize the Lutheran 

Church in North America. A tour will get us acquainted with the 

Foundation. After lunch, meet with the Director Dr. Thomas 

Mueller -Bahlke to discuss the work and impa ct of Muhlenberg.  A 

private service at the Francke Foundation Chapel will conclude 

our visit. Dinner and overnight in Halle. BD  

 

 

Day 6, Sunday, May 20, 2012 Eisleben and Wittenberg  

After breakfast depart for Eisleben to join the local congregation for wo rship service. 

Afterwards, we will meet a local guide for a walking tour: Lutherõs birth and death occurred in 

Eisleben, his Bethlehem and Jerusalem. His home is typical of the Middle Ages. An exhibition 

interprets the spiritual environment of Lutherõs childhood. We can further understand the 

foundation of Lutherõs faith when we visit the Church of St. Peter and Paul, where Luther was 

baptized. The late medieval residence where Luther died is nearby (currently under construction.) 

Our tour includes a stop a t St. Andrewõs, where Luther gave his last four sermons. After lunch and 

some time on own, we continue to Wittenberg and check in at Colleg Wittenberg. After dinner, 

hear a presentation from a well -known scholar on òHow Martin Luther and his friends lived in 

Wittenbergó. BD 

 

Day 7, Monday, May 21, 2012 Wittenberg  

In the morning, explore Wittenberg. First visit the Castle Church, 

where we encounter lofty architecture that is conceptually both 

heavenly and earthbound, both majestic and restrained. This is th e 

òTheses Church,ó where the Reformation began. Also on your list is 

Wittenbergõs Town Church. When Luther married in 1525, his prince 

presented him with the building where he had lived as a monk. In 1883, 

the Prussian Crown Prince established this òLutherhausó as a museum, 

which archives more than 10,000 prints, 6,000 manuscripts, 2,000 coins 

and medals, and 14,000 illustrations. We explore the three -story 

museum, which can display only a part of its Reformation collection, the 

worldõs largest. This afternoon, celebrate Holy Communion at a worship 

service in the Castle Church. Free evening tonight, no group dinner. B  

 

 

 

 



Day 8, Tuesday, May 22, 2012 Torgau and Herrnhut  

Say good bye to Wittenberg and depart to Torgau. Take a tour of the city where, in 1544, the 

first palace and church were specifically built and consecrated under the auspices of a Protestant 

Prince. We will see this perfectly preserved Renaissance castle, its chapel and a special feat of 

engineering - the cantilevered spiral staircase. We con tinue to nearby St. Maryõs Church, where 

Katharina von Bora, Lutherõs lively wife òKatie,ó is buried. After lunch on own, we continue along 

the Elbe River to Herrnhut, town of the hymn writer Nicolaus von Zinzendorf, center of the 

Moravian settlement and h ome of the Daily Texts, Bible readings used devotionally worldwide 

since the early 18th century.  Check in, dinner and overnight at the retreat center Herrnhut. BD  

 

Day 9, Wednesday, May 23, 2012 Grosshennersdorf and Herrnhut  

 

 

 

Start the day in joining t he Herrnhut community for morning worship. 

Afterwards, a short drive will bring us to Grosshennersdorf, where the 

local pastor will show is the church where Muhlenberg was deacon and 

orphanage supervisor. Back in Herrnhut, our visit includes the 

congregati onal building, local history museum and the factory where the 

Moravian stars are made. Overnight in Herrnhut. BD  

 

 

 

 

Day 10, Thursday, May 24, 2012 Leipzig  

 

Continue to Leipzig this morning. In October 1989, the 

people of Leipzig first organized the demon strations 

that brought hundreds of thousands into the streets 

for the òPeaceful Revolution.ó We will visit their 

rendezvous point at the Gothic (12th century) St. 

Nicholas Church. Meet with a local pastor who shares 

the story of how the Peaceful Revolution  began. We 

will head west to Erfurt, hotel check in, dinner and 

overnight. BD  

 

 

Day 11, Friday, May 25, 2012 Erfurt  

In the morning, take a city tour in the footsteps of Martin Luther. See the University district 

where Luther studied and visit St. Maryõs Cathedral, where he was ordained. The tour includes a 

visit to the Augustinian Monastery where Luther took his monastic vows and lived as a monk. The 

afternoon and evening as been left free to explore Erfurt on own. Free evening, no group dinner. B 

 

 

 



Day 12 , Saturday, May 26, 2012 Marburg  

We will leave Lutherland and make our way to Marburg. It was Philipp of Hesse, one of the leading 

princes of the Reformation who invited reformers, including Luther and Zwingli to come to his 

castle in Marburg to resolve th eir theological differences. These discussions are referred to as 

the Marburg Colloquy. Continue to the Frankfurt area for overnight in Darmstadt. BD  

 

Day 13 Sunday, May 27, 2012 Worms and Mainz  

 In the morning, visit Worms. It was at the Diet of 

Worms in  1521 where Luther stood his ground with the 

Emperor and refused to recant what he had said and 

written about grace, about indulgences, about the Pope. 

Our tour will include visiting the grounds of the former 

Bishop's Residence, the Luther Monument and St.  Peter's 

Cathedral. After lunch, continue to Mainz, where our visit 

will include St. Stephen's Church with the Chagall stained 

glass windows. We will go to the Gutenberg Museum, 

where you can see an original Gutenberg Bible, and have a hands -on experience with the printing 

press. Our farewell evening will be a visit to a winery for wine tasting and a vintnerõs meal. Back to 

Darmstadt for overnight. BD  

 

Day 14 Monday, May 28, 2012 Auf Wiedersehen  

It is time to say good bye. Our coach will transfer us to Fran kfurt Airport for our homebound 

flight. B  

 

Å       Minor changes to the program are possible.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




